
 

Newberries Primary School 
‘Play Together, Learn Together, Achieve Together, Grow Together’ 

 
 

Handwriting Policy 
Aims 

•​ Promote consistency of handwriting and presentation throughout the school. 
•​ Promote children’s sense of pride in their own work. 
•​ Encourage children to acquire correct letter formation and clear, legible, joined handwriting. 
•​ Children are able to have writing automaticity when writing. 

 
Teaching and Learning 
All classes will have daily sessions devoted to the teaching of handwriting. 

Teaching should: 
●​ Follow the chosen agreed cursive script (see Appendix 1 & 2). 
●​ Ensure the children see effective demonstration and modelling of letter formation and joins through teaching inputs and in general 

writing on the whiteboards. 
●​ Handwriting should be taught in conjunction with phonics/spelling to reinforce the link between letter formation and phonetical 

awareness. 
●​ Give children in Reception to Year 6 the opportunities to practice and develop handwriting and presentation skills in all areas of the 

curriculum, as appropriate. 
●​ Allow opportunities for children to practise handwriting alongside teacher demonstrations, rather than just copying from sheets or 

schemes. 
●​ Introduce blue pens during Year 3 when the children earn their ‘Pen License’ (e.g. when they are joining consistently and neatly) and 

ensure that pens are used consistently in written work in Key Stage 2. 
●​ Handwriting pens available for children as appropriate. 

 
Inclusion & Adaptation 
Our school is committed to supporting all pupils in developing handwriting skills in a way that meets their individual needs. We recognise that 
children progress at different rates and may require additional support or alternative approaches. 

We provide differentiated teaching, appropriate interventions, and reasonable adjustments where needed, including adapted resources or 
assistive technology. We value effort, progress, and clear communication over uniformity of style. 

We work in partnership with staff, pupils, and parents/carers to ensure all learners can achieve their full potential. 

 



 
End of Year Expectations: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 & 4 Year 5 & 6 

Below are the ELG statements 
which are 
considered to be the foundation 
motor skills 
needed for handwriting. 
Gross Motor Skills ELG 
• Negotiate space and obstacles 
safely, with 
consideration for themselves and 
others; 
• Demonstrate strength, balance 
and 
coordination when playing; 
Fine Motor Skills ELG 
• Hold a pencil effectively in 
preparation for 
fluent writing – using the tripod grip 
in 
almost all cases; 
• Use a range of small tools, 
including 
scissors, paint brushes and cutlery 
• Begin to show accuracy and care 
when 
drawing 
Writing ELG 
• Write recognisable letters, most 
of which 
are correctly formed; 
• Write simple phrases and 
sentences that 
can be read by others. 
 

Pupils should be 
taught to: 
●​ sit correctly at a 
table, holding a 
pencil comfortably 
and correctly 
●​ begin to form 
lower-case letters in 
the correct direction, 
starting and finishing 
in the right place 
●​ form capital letters 
●​ form digits 0-9 
●​ understand which 
letters belong to 
which handwriting 
‘families’ (i.e. letters 
that are formed in 
similar ways) and to 
practise these. 
 

Pupils should be 
taught to: 
• form lower-case 
letters of the correct 
size relative to one 
another 
• start using some of 
the diagonal and 
horizontal strokes 
needed to join 
letters and 
understand which 
letters, when adjacent to 
one an- 
other, are best left 
unjoined 
• write capital letters 
and digits of the 
correct size, 
orientation and 
relationship to one 
another and to lower 
case letters 
• use spacing between 
words that reflects 
the size of the letters. 
 

Pupils should be 
taught to: 
• use the diagonal and 
horizontal strokes 
that are needed to 
join letters and 
understand which 
letters, when 
adjacent to one 
another, are best 
left unjoined 
• increase the 
legibility, 
consistency and 
quality of their 
handwriting [for 
example, by ensuring 
that the downstrokes 
of letters are parallel 
and equidistant; that 
lines of writing are 
spaced sufficiently 
so that the ascenders 
and descenders of 
letters do not touch. 

Pupils should be 
taught to: 
• write legibly, fluently 
and with increasing 
speed by: 
• choosing which 
shape of a letter 
to use when given 
choices and deciding 
whether or not to join 
specific letters 
• choosing the writing 
implement that is 
best suited for a task. 
 



Progression and Pace 
Children in Reception will follow the pace and progression as outlined in Little Wandle: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 1 - Letter Formation Phrases 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Capital Letter Formation Phrases 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Appendix 2 

Handwriting Letter Formation - Year 2 - 6 
 

Letters are introduced individually and in conjunction with the teaching of phonics and spelling. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Appendix 3 - Pencil Grip, Seating Position & Paper Position 
 

 
 
 


